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Close-Ups of Dragonflies with a SLR and a 
Point-and-Shoot Camera 

Nikon D40, 105 mm Macro lens, 
and a 1.4X teleconverter Canon PowerShotS5 IS using 

12X telephoto zoom lens



Factors Involved in Making Good 
Close-up Images

üControl working distance ςŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǎƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ 
that you have a negative effect on your 
subject

üControl the background ςŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ 
distracting background

üControl the focus ςuse focus to both isolate 
the subject while keeping it tack sharp 



Know the Close-Focusing Range
for Your Camera or Lens

üIn close-up/macro photography the lens is often placed in 
front of the subject at or near its minimum close-focusing 
distance 

ü/ƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΩǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ 
range for your point-and-shoot camera. You may be able 
to get within a few inches or as far away as 1 to 2 feet and 
still have the subject in focus. 

ü/ƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜƴǎ ƻǊ ƭŜƴǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŀ ƭŜƴǎΩ ŦƻŎŀƭ 
range if you have a SLR camera. For example the minimum 
close-focusing distance for a Nikon 105mm Macro lens is 1 
foot. 



Shooting Close-ups with a 
Point-and-Shoot Camera

Macro/Super Macro Settings

üMost cameras have macro setting (flower icon)

a. Focusing distance for a Canon PowerShotS5

IS camera lens is 3.9 inches ς1.6 feet

b. Hard to keep background out of focus

üSome have a super macro setting (flower/S icon)

a. For the Canon PowerShotS5 the focusing

distance is 0 ς3.9 inches

b. Ignore this mode ςextremely short working

distance



Jack-in-the-Pulpit Columbine



Shooting Close-ups at Maximum Telephoto

üZoom in on subject to maximum telephoto 

(3 feet from lens to subject)

ü/ƘŜŎƪ ŦƻŎǳǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΩǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ 
indicator

üAdjust focus by moving tripod or zoom lens

üUse large aperture (f/3.5) to blur background

üSteady camera with a tripod, bean bag, etc.

üUse timer to take picture



Purple Cornflower
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