Photography Club
June/July 2009

Note From the President
Welcome New Members
Coming up in August
July Meeting Recap
Future Meeting News
Best of MMPC ‘09 Update
Field Trips

Auction for Dale Sees
Tip of the Month x 2
Website of the Month
Book of the Month

Contact Us

www.MidMichiganPhotoClub.com/
Contact.aspx

Honorary Lifetime Officers

Ron St. Germain

June Cooke

Officers
Penny Verran
Gene Tatroe
Rich Blankenship
Lisa Burgess

Scott Mulrooney
and Rich Wyllis

June Cooke

Volume 4, Number 4

John Diephouse

As many of you may know, another one of MMPC’s own is quite an
accomplished photographer; having several of his works displayed at
various art exhibitions, in judged and juried art shows, as well as
published in some very notable magazines.

To say that John Diephouse has had quite a busy year, in terms of his
many accomplishments would be an understatement. Here are just
some of the events that John has been a part of this year. Please note
that these events not only span the State of Michigan, but also across
the United States.

Birmingham-Bloomfield Art Center (Birmingham, MI)
Mar-Apr - "Michigan Fine Arts Competition"

East Lansing Art Center

Mar - "Solo Show"

Greater Lansing Orchid Society

Feb - Annual Show

Grosse Pointe Artists Association (Grosse Pointe, MI)
Jan-Feb - "Art on the Move" Show

Jun-Jul - "71st Member Exhibit"

Mid-Michigan Art Guild (Lansing)

Mar-Apr - Spring Members Show

May - "12 x 12" show

Shiawassee Art Center (Owosso)

May-Jun - "12th Annual member Show"

Jul-Aug - "AllI-Media Competition"

Oct - I will be part of a 4 person show (upcoming)
UM-Dearborn (Dearborn, MI)

Jun-Jul - Annual Competition

Watson Studio Gallery (Johnson City, TX)

May - "Flower Power" exhibition
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Field Trip Chair: Chelane Priller

And how lucky are we that John has agreed to share his talent with us
during our August meeting, when he presents a slide show of his
works to our members. John will also be returning in February to share
his insight on how other club members may seek out similar
opportunities. I speak on behalf of the club in saying Congratulations
John, and best wishes in all of your future endeavors.

Rich Wyllis

At this year’s East Lansing Art Festival, Rich was bestowed the honor
of being selected as one of only four “emerging artists.” Rich was one
of two photographers selected, along with a painter and a print artist.

The goal of the East Lansing Art Festival’s Emerging Artist Program is
to support and highlight Michigan’s emerging artists and the art
programs in which they are affiliated. The emerging artists are all
current art students or recent alumni.

However, Rich was considered "non-traditional" because he was not
affiliated with an art school. The other artists chosen were all current
or graduating art students from Michigan and Mississippi Universities.

Rich was allowed in by the directors because they felt that, in the spirit
of the “emerging artist,” he exemplified the qualities they were looking
for. The goal is to give someone that is breaking into the business, but
is not yet a professional, the opportunity to show their work.

The artists were invited to exhibit at the East Lansing Art Festival
through a jury process. Rich submitted four images from his portfolio
for consideration.

Rich says, “In retrospect, it was a great weekend. I made quite a few
sales, and got my name and work out to a large audience.”

To see some of Rich’s work, visit his Website at
www.brokenbirchstudios.conCongratulations on your success Rich
and keep up the great work.

Oh, and did I forget to mention that Rich’s artistic talents extend
beyond the camera and to the bass guitar? Rich is a member of a band
called Centerville, which recently opened for such notable acts as
Jason Aldean at the Muskegon Summer Celebration, and for Darius
Rucker at Common Ground. To hear some of his band’s music, visit
their My Space page at www.myspace.com/centervilletheband

Penny Verran
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Well it's so exciting to see how MMPC is growing by leaps and bounds!
Since our popular open house in January, we have had 20 new
members join our group. We are so glad you’ve decided to join us and
are certain that you will learn a lot, and have a great deal of fun in the
process.

If you know of any photographers who might be interested in joining

the club, feel free to invite them to a meeting so they can experience
first-hand the great learning opportunities and fun environment. They
can attend a meeting or two for free to determine if they’d like to join
permanently.
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“Naturescapes and Cityscapes” Presentation by Dadphouse.

John will present 2 slideshows that reflect diffgrsides of his
photographic interests. The nature shots will beesof John's favorites
from travels of the last couple years, and mayuidelthe UP, Isle Royale,
Arizona, Hawaii and/or the Smoky Mountains. Thgsttpes series will
focus on a more non-traditional (“artsy”) shotudban settings, people,
and industry, including some less realistic digytalinessed” photos.

Gene Tatroe will be inspiring us with his presentation entitled “"Get Out
of That Rut!!!

" Ruts. Down periods. Being stuck. Dry spell. That time where nothing
feels right. You start and stop and just can't find that happy, magical
place where it all seems to come together." -Ali Edwards,
photographer, scrap booker, columnist

Being in a rut. That dreaded creative block that can freeze all of our
photographic activity. I'm sure we've all been there at some point in
time, and probably will be again. So what do we do when we're stuck
in a rut? How do we climb out and find the inspiration to get out there
clicking the shutter again? Well we will be discussing this, and going
over some ideas and exercises that can get the creative juices flowing
again. Bring your cameras so we can try out some of the concepts
presented!
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Gene Tatroe inspired us with his presentation entitled “"Get Out of That
Rut!!! " Ruts. Down periods. Being stuck. Dry spell. That time where
nothing feels right. You start and stop and just can't find that happy,
magical place where it all seems to come together." -Ali Edwards,
photographer, scrap booker, columnist

Being in a rut. That dreaded creative block that can freeze all of our
photographic activity. We've all been there at some point in time, and
probably will be again. So what do we do when we're stuck in a rut?
How do we climb out and find the inspiration to get out there clicking
the shutter again? Well Gene helped us figure out how to dig ourselves
out by going over some ideas and exercises to help us get the creative
juices flowing again. Members brought their cameras so they could try
out some of the concepts Gene presented! And it's fair to say that, a
good time was had by all. Thanks for your inspiration Gene.
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MMPC officers have been hard at work planning future meetings and
events for the remainder of the year. Below is a tentative schedule
that will take us through the month of December. Please remember
that the schedule is based on the availability of speakers and is subject
to change.




August: Possible presentation by the Senior Photographer for Meijer
Photo imaging services or presentation on shooting reflective surfaces

September: Ron St. Germain—Preparing your work for display
and/or sale

October: Mike Mitchell, Senior Photographer for Meijer Imaging—
Tabletop photography on a budget

Member’s Night—A celebration of MMPC members’ best work
MMPC Best of ‘09 Gallery Show—location Delta Township Library
November: Wayne Pope—LCC instructor

December: Annual MMPC holiday party/potluck

Photo Quest subjects will be distributed to members desiring to
participate

January: Annual Open House

February: John Diephuose—Exhibition and publication opportunities
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You'll also notice some other changes beginning to take place in
upcoming meetings. These are all things that the MMPC officers have
suggested in order to make our members feel more welcome and to
make the meetings run a bit more smoothly. We hope you enjoy these
additions to our meetings and will provide us with feedback on how
you think they are working.

Greeter/s: Ron St. Germain and Rich Blankenship will be stationed at
the barn entrance in order to greet both existing and new members.
Club officers will wear nametags and new members will be given name
tags and asked if they would like to sit as a group with one or more of
the officers. They will still be asked to introduce themselves to the
group so that we may get to know them a bit better.

Photo Quest Presentations: At one point, a sort-of game entitled
Photo Quest was begun within the club in order to help facilitate
learning opportunities for club members, while allowing them to
become better acquainted with one another. People were placed on
teams and asked to give presentations revolving questions based on
different photographic principles. We would like to resurrect this
concept, however not as a team game, but as an opportunity for any
club members interested in becoming involved in furthering the
learning of their fellow club members. More information will be
provided at the July meeting.

Refreshment Break: A short refreshment break will be implemented
in order to give members a chance to mingle and get to know other
members. The club will provide refreshments, and the meeting will be
re-started promptly, so that we can keep to our busy schedule.

Big Cookie Competition: The Big Cookie Competitions will continue
with a Judge’s Award and a People’s Choice Award. However, there will
be three judges chosen from a consistent group of more experienced
photographers. Ron St. Germain will act as the lead judge and provide
constructive feedback to the entrants regarding their photographs.



Newsletters: Newsletters will still be sent out monthly, prior to club
meetings, but they will now also contain information regarding awards
and accomplishments of our club members, as well as learning
opportunities related to photography (seminars, conferences, etc.). If
you would like to recognize a club member for their accomplishments,
or become aware of any learning opportunities, please be sure to let
Penny Verran know.
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Now that Wildflower Weekend is behind us, the Events Committee has
turned its attention to this year’s annual gallery show—the Best of
MMPC '09.

First on their agenda was deciding upon a new venue for the event.
Some great suggestions were made, and ultimately, the Delta
Township Library was chosen for this year’s gallery show.

The show will be held in the EImwood Room, which boasts a spacious,
well-lit atmosphere to display our club members’ works. There is a
hook-and-rail system already in place, allowing for easy installation
and takedown for the show. A photo has been included so that you can
take a look for yourself.

The gallery show will begin with set up on Wednesday, October 28,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. It will run through the end of December, with
our annual reception being held on Saturday, November 7*" from noon
to 3 p.m. Club members will be asked to donate food items for the
reception.

You will be allowed to enter two of your favorite works, with an entry
fee of $7 per piece. Some new guidelines are being put in place with
regard to subject matter. Look for complete details at the upcoming
meeting, as well as on our Website. If you have any questions, please
feel free to ask any officer or send e-mail via the club address.
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Since the club’s inception, we have been trying to provide members
with opportunities to participate in what have been termed “mini field
trips.” The thought was that people could get together in an interesting
venue and have an opportunity, not only to shoot some great scenery,
but also to get to know one another and possibly learn from others.

Chelane Priller has graciously offered to take on the task of organizing
field trips for the club in the future. If you have any suggestions about
venues the club might like to consider for future field trips, please be
sure to let her know.

Here’s what Chelane has planned next for our members:

Michigan 4-H Horse Show
MSU Pavilion
Aug 7 - 9.

The field trip is scheduled for Friday, Aug 7, 6 - 8 pm. We will
meet just outside the Pavilion to go over the guidelines in person
before entering the Auditorium.

As outlined below and for general model release
guidelines, here are the "rules" for the trip.

1. No flash.

2. No commercial use of images (unless the adult horse owner and
parent or guardian signs a model release)

3. Don't lean over railings, block access or otherwise get in the way.

If you have any questions, you may contact Chelane at
chelanep@sbcglobal.net.

As most of you know, Dale Sees is undergoing treatment for cancer
and several club members pulled together last March to help raise
funds to help cover Dale's medical expenses.

We did that by putting on a silent auction of several of Dale's prints.
Many of his friends and family members bid on the works and it was a
pretty good event.

There were several pieces left over, however. In addition, some
members had expressed interest in donating pieces of their own. At
any rate, we would like to hold a second auction in November.

Mike Collins will again be organizing this event on Dale’s behalf. Look
for e-mail from Mike in the near future on how you can help us raise
funds to help cover Dale’s medical costs.

It's always amazing how MMPC club members come together to
support not only the club, but also each other on such a personal level.



Community members are invited to show off their tokiaking talent with
East Lansing’s 2009 Community Photo Contest.

From its many community events to its exceptiorzakp and recreational
offerings, bustling downtown, beautiful Michigaragt University campus
and more, East Lansing is the perfect muse forqgunaphers of all ages
and skill sets. Those interested in participatmthe contest can submit up
to five photos illustrating what they love most abthe East Lansing
community online atvww.cityofeastlansing.com/photocontest or by
mail/delivered on CD to East Lansing City Hall, 4ABbot Road, East
Lansing, Ml, 48823The submission deadlineis Tuesday, Sept. 15at 5
p.m.

Winning photos will be featured prominently in E&ansing’s beautifully
designed, full-color 2010 Community Calendar & 2@0thual Report.
This premier publication will be mailed to evergident in the City of
East Lansing, featured on the City’s Web site asttiduted at City
venues and events throughout the course of 2010.

The City hosted a similar contest last year inféoreto add a splash of
community creativity to East Lansing’s 2009 Comntyi@alendar &
2008 Annual Report. A total of 127 photos were sitifeah, which were
then narrowed down to eight winning shots. The @teived
submissions from community members throughoutéigeon, many of
whom cited the diversity, community activities ahe “peaceful places
that exist within the busy city” as things theyéomost about the East
Lansing community.

Photo Requirements: Photos must be full color and submitted in a digit
format with a preferred resolution of 300 dpi. AHotos must be taken
within the East Lansing community. Images shouldimcude
significantly modified or digitally edited content.

How to Submit: Photos can be submitted at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/photocontest or mailed/delivered on CD to
East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East LagsMI, 48823. A
signed entry form and model release forms (fophatitos containing
people) must accompany photos. Entry forms and hmetease forms can
be downloaded online atww.cityofeastlansing.com/photocontest or
picked up at East Lansing City Hall. If submittipgotos online, all forms
still must be mailed or faxed, (517) 377-1607, &sH_ansing City Hall.

Photo Tips: East Lansing is a truly photo-worthy place, featgri
picturesque parks, indoor & outdoor recreationellitees, a new farmer’s
market, community events and more. Some of Easdihgis photo-
worthy treasures include the East Lansing Familyai Center, the
Northern Tier Trall, the East Lansing Soccer Compillee Northern Tail
Dog Park, the MSU campus, downtown East Lansingnamict. The
calendar will feature seasons, so in addition tareer shots, submission
of any fall, winter and spring photos are encoudaag well.



Eligibility: Anyone of any age or residency can submit photos
Contestants do not need to be residents of theoa€iast Lansing and
there is no age limit.

Questions: Contact Mikell Frey, East Lansing communications
coordinator, at (517) 319-6873 with questions.
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Tricky situations...a little help, please!

So there you are, looking at a potential great. 9wt man, what about
that light? It's not really bad, but it's not gredher. Maybe it's kind of
splotchy lighting, or for whatever reason, youtrstjnot dead sure about
what to do with your exposure. Maybe you're shap#rkiller landscape
in the perfect golden light, or an awesome lastut@rsunset exploding
with color, and the light is changing super faisyou fiddle around with
post shot adjustments, you're afraid of missing wttamate shot all
together. Well, there is a tool at your disposat ttould help a little more
than just praying to the photo gods that you'redasugh and get it right
the first time. It's called Bracketing. And no, reehot talking about the
office football pool. Most modern digital cameras/b Bracketing Ability.
You might have to dig out your cameras manualearch through the
menus and controls, but once you learn it, it sthésel quick and easy to
use. They all work the same way though, and hetfeeigieneral idea of it.

When Bracketing is set, the camera will take mldtghots at slightly
different settings automatically. Depending on yoamera, the
increments and even number of exposures can lbe getr desire. Let's
look at a typical Bracketing setting, 3 exposu@spending on the
camera, and the settings you choose, you can édihygour shutter release
3 times, with the different bracketed exposure danh, or in a small
burst, one click and the camera will take 3 quickts, each at the
different exposure. In short, you take a shotcdrmera will give you one
image as you have it set, and one image slightleuthat exposure, and
one image slightly over that. It does this by awtioally applying
exposure compensation. And with most cameras, ktliog is, it will
apply the adjustments according to the mode yostaweting in. In other
words, if you are shooting in aperture priorityenhit will adjust by
changing the shutter speed for example. So to sup when you are
shooting that landscape, turn on exposure bracketet +/- 1 ev interval,
and you click the shutter, you get the shot aswmosét, one shot 1 stop
lower and one shot 1 over automatically. 2 extr@ncles with one click to
get that perfect exposure!

Now again, depending on your camera, as well as fseBmatic
exposure bracketing), there may also be Flash Btaxk and White
Balance Bracketing. The same principle appliehésé as well, one shot
and the camera will give you multiple shots adjdstbove and below
what is set to choose from.



I know this seems like a lot of info crammed intsmaall space, but this is
a section of your camera’'s manual well worth takiregtime to study and
master. It could really come in handy out in tleddiwhen you encounter
that tricky situation, or you just want to makeesyou get THE SHOT!

Gene Tatroe
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Bright shiny surfaces are tough to photograph. The problem is to
evenly light the subject while avoiding unwanted reflections. An article
by John Siskin in the July/August issue of Photo Techniques describes
several ways to approach the problems involved in getting the shot
right. The title of the article is “"Reflecting About Reflections”. Catchy,
isn't it?

Anyway, the author states that the main problem boils down to this:

“...you need to light what the subject reflects more carefully than you
need to light the subject itself.”

Most of the techniques involve using translucent material to help
spread and soften the light from you primary light source. For
example, to light a motorcycle, the author used a huge seamless roll of
white paper to surround the cycle, cutting an opening for the camera
lens. The light source was on the outside. Read the article for the
nitty-gritty details. Other techniques include using soft boxes,
umbrellas, fill cards, and light tents. He also briefly describes coves,
which are large white areas without any hard corners. These are often
used to photograph cars. Each of these techniques has advantages and
disadvantages. Read the article for the nitty-gritty details.

Mike Collins
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Along the same lines, here are some articles oimtheenet that may also
be of interest:

1. Coin Photography Tips:
http://mwww.mkdigitaldirect.com/tips/coin_photograplips.html

2. Advanced Glass Photography Tips:
http://tabletopstudio.com/documents/glass_photdgrdgm

3. Another tutorial on photographing glass:
http://www.albanystudios.co.nz/glass%20outlines%220b%20and%20
w%20explained.pdf

4. You Tube video on photographing glass:
http://weeklyphototips.blogspot.com/2008/06/howptmtograph-
reflective-surfaces.html



5. Articleon light tents:
http://danellaphoto.com/wordpress/2007/02/14/tgktitent-reflective-
surface-solution-shadowless-liglitiote that several styles and vendors are
available from other sources. Try searching onAttlerama or B&H sites

for more information).

Mike Collins
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Confused about how to light your subjects? If you're looking for a
simple introduction to the topic, you may just like David Busch’s Quip
Snap Guide to Lighting. Without bogging you down in complex theory,
David introduces key ideas and practical setups that won’t cost you an
arm and a leg. He covers basic flash units and simple studio
equipment, as well other methods to light your subjects to get specific
results. Along the way, the author also gives you tips about white
balance, using histograms, and filters, among other things.

Mike Collins




