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HELP WANTED!! 
 
Well, because I’m not aware of any recent accomplishments of our 
MMPC members, I’m forced to use my space this month as a shameless 

plea for help!! Recently, our officers have been putting a great deal of 
time and effort into making some subtle, but exciting changes with 
respect to, not only our meeting structure, but that of our overall club 
structure as well. Our goal is to maximize your learning opportunities, 

while enhancing your enjoyment of club activities. 
 
In order to do this, we’re recruiting for some additional help with 
respect to some key activities of the club. First and foremost, we are in 

desperate need of an advertising director. As MMPC continues to grow 
by leaps and bounds and become more involved in community events, 
it’s becoming increasingly imperative for us to find one or two people to 

act as Advertising/Marketing Director/s. The responsibilities for this 
position would include coordinating all advertising/marketing efforts, 
writing press releases, developing advertising materials and 
disseminating all materials to appropriate venues and media outlets.  

 
And because we are a club that loves to eat…lol, we are in need of a 
Refreshment Chairperson. Recently we’ve decided to implement a 

refreshment break as a regular part of our monthly meetings. It would 
be of great help to the officers if we could find someone willing to act as 
refreshment chair. We’re looking for someone who will be sure that our 
members are well fed. Our hope is that the refreshment chair will not 

only be in charge of providing refreshments at the monthly meetings 
(which will be paid for by the club), but will also be instrumental in 
organizing volunteers to bring refreshments at other MMPC functions, 
such as the gallery show. 

 
Our club currently has a great group of volunteers, but we desperately 
need to expand our horizons. It’s our hope that a few of you would be 

willing to help us out and donate a few hours of your time each month, 
for the benefit of the club. If you’re interested in either of these 
positions, please feel free to let myself or one of the officers know. 
 

Penny Verran 

 



Webmasters: Mike Collins and Rick 

Klingensmith 

"Big-Cookie" Contest Chairs: Scott 
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Welcome New Members 
 
Well it’s so exciting to see how MMPC is growing by leaps and bounds! 
Since our popular open house in January, we have had 20 new 

members join our group. We are so glad you’ve decided to join us and 
are certain that you will learn a lot, and have a great deal of fun in the 
process.  

 
If you know of any photographers who might be interested in joining the 
club, feel free to invite them to a meeting so they can experience first-
hand the great learning opportunities and fun environment. They can 

attend a meeting or two for free to determine if they’d like to join 
permanently. 
 

Coming Up in September 
 
“Preparing Your Photos for MMPC’s Best of ‘09” by Ron St. Germain  
 
He's won 5 International competitions against the best professional 
published outdoor photographers in the world and compiled numerous other 
awards for published writing and photography. His take? He's no better than 
anyone else. Yet his experience allows him to give this month's MMPC 
presentation on selling your work and selecting your best shot for this year's 
MMPC "Best Of," Gallery Show. Catch Ron St. Germain's fun and 
educational approach to what works and what doesn't and why you should 
put a photo in this year's show. 
 

August Meeting Recap 
 
“Naturescapes and Cityscapes” Presentation by John Diephouse.  
 
John presented us with 2 slideshows that reflect differing sides of his 
photographic interests. The nature shots were some of John's favorites from 
travels of the last couple years, and included the UP, Isle Royale, Arizona, 
Hawaii and the Smoky Mountains. The cityscapes series focused on more 
non-traditional (“artsy”) shots of urban settings, people, and industry, 
including some less realistic digitally “finessed” photos. 
 
It was a mesmerizing and awe-inspiring presentation that generated a lot of 
great questions from MMPC members anxious to learn more about the two 
differing sides of photography—traditional vs. “artsy.” Many thanks go to 
John for his spectacular presentation and willingness to share his talents 
with our members. Look for John to come back and speak to us again in 
February. 
 
 

 



Future Meeting News 
MMPC officers have been hard at work planning future meetings and 
events for the remainder of the year. Below is a tentative schedule that 

will take us through the month of December. Please remember that the 
schedule is based on the availability of speakers and is subject to 
change. 

September:  Ron St. Germain—Preparing your work for display and/or 
sale 

October: Mike Mitchell, Senior Photographer for Meijer Imaging— 
Tabletop photography on a budget 

Member’s Night—A celebration of MMPC members’ best work  

MMPC Best of ’09 Gallery Show—location Delta Township Library 

November:  Wayne Pope—LCC instructor 

 

December:  Annual MMPC holiday party/potluck 

Photo Quest subjects will be distributed to members desiring to 
participate 

January:  Annual Open House 

February: John Diephuose—Exhibition and publication opportunities 

 

Other Meeting Updates 
You’ll also notice some other changes beginning to take place in 
upcoming meetings. These are all things that the MMPC officers have 
suggested in order to make our members feel more welcome and to 
make the meetings run a bit more smoothly. We hope you enjoy these 

additions to our meetings and will provide us with feedback on how you 
think they are working. 

Greeter/s: Ron St. Germain and Rich Blankenship will be stationed at 

the barn entrance in order to greet both existing and new members. 
Club officers will wear nametags and new members will be given name 
tags and asked if they would like to sit as a group with one or more of 
the officers. They will still be asked to introduce themselves to the 

group so that we may get to know them a bit better. 

Photo Quest Presentations:  At one point, a sort-of game entitled 
Photo Quest was begun within the club in order to help facilitate 

learning opportunities for club members, while allowing them to become 
better acquainted with one another. People were placed on teams and 
asked to give presentations revolving questions based on different 
photographic principles. We would like to resurrect this concept, 

however not as a team game, but as an opportunity for any club 
members interested in becoming involved in furthering the learning of 
their fellow club members. More information will be provided at the July 
meeting.  

Refreshment Break: A short refreshment break will be implemented in 
order to give members a chance to mingle and get to know other 
members. The club will provide refreshments, and the meeting will be 

re-started promptly, so that we can keep to our busy schedule. 

 

 



Big Cookie Competition: The Big Cookie Competitions will continue 
with a Judge’s Award and a People’s Choice Award. However, there will 

be three judges chosen from a consistent group of more experienced 
photographers. Ron St. Germain will act as the lead judge and provide 
constructive feedback to the entrants regarding their photographs. 

Newsletters:  Newsletters will still be sent out monthly, prior to club 

meetings, but they will now also contain information regarding awards 
and accomplishments of our club members, as well as learning 
opportunities related to photography (seminars, conferences, etc.). If 
you would like to recognize a club member for their accomplishments, 

or become aware of any learning opportunities, please be sure to let 
Penny Verran know.  

Best of MMPC ‘09 Update 
 

The Delta Township Library was chosen for this year’s gallery show.  

**Please note: the date for the gallery show set-up has been 

changed to Tuesday, October 27th. 

 

The show will be held in the Elmwood Room, which boasts a spacious, 
well-lit atmosphere to display our club members’ works. There is a 
hook-and-rail system already in place, allowing for easy installation and 
takedown for the show. A photo has been included so that you can take 

a look for yourself. 

The gallery show will begin with set up on Tuesday, October 27th, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. It will run through the end of December, with 

our annual reception being held on Saturday, November 7th from noon 
to 3 p.m. Club members will be asked to donate food items for the 
reception. 

You will be allowed to enter two of your favorite works, with an entry 

fee of $7 per piece. Some new guidelines are being put in place with 
regard to subject matter. Look for complete details at the upcoming 
meeting, as well as on our Website. If you have any questions, please 

feel free to ask any officer or send e-mail via the club address. 

 



Field Trips 
 
Since the club’s inception, we have been trying to provide members 
with opportunities to participate in what have been termed “mini field 
trips.” The thought was that people could get together in an interesting 

venue and have an opportunity, not only to shoot some great scenery, 
but also to get to know one another and possibly learn from others. 
 

Chelane Priller has graciously offered to take on the task of organizing 
field trips for the club in the future. If you have any suggestions about 
venues the club might like to consider for future field trips, please be 
sure to let her know. 

 
Chelane’s last field trip was to the Michigan 4-H Horse Show, held at the 
MSU Pavilion on August 7th. Look for an update about how this field trip 

went in our next newsletter, as well as any upcoming opportunities for 
future field trips. 
 
If you have any questions, you may contact Chelane at 

chelanep@sbcglobal.net. 

Second Auction for Dale Sees 
 
As most of you know, Dale Sees is undergoing treatment for cancer and 
several club members pulled together last March to help raise funds to 
help cover Dale's medical expenses.  

 
We did that by putting on a silent auction of several of Dale's prints. 
Many of his friends and family members bid on the works and it was a 
pretty good event.  

 
There were several pieces left over, however. In addition, some 
members had expressed interest in donating pieces of their own. At any 

rate, we would like to hold a second auction in November.  
 
Mike Collins will again be organizing this event on Dale’s behalf. Look for 
more information from Mike in the near future on how you can help us 

raise funds to help cover Dale’s medical costs.  
 
It’s always amazing how MMPC club members come together to support 

not only the club, but also each other on such a personal level.  
 

Learning Opportunity 
 
Crane Photography 101 
A Michigan Audubon Photography Workshop 
 
Join nature photographer Wayne Pope for a one-day photo workshop 

focusing on sand hill cranes and large birds.  Wayne is a photography 
instructor at Lansing Community College and writes the “Feathered 
Lens” column for the Jack Pine Warbler, Michigan Audubon’s bi-monthly 

magazine. 
 
 



This one-day workshop combines morning lectures held at the Convis 
Township Hall and an afternoon field trip to Big Marsh Lake/Baker 

Sanctuary, where you can hone your skills. 
 
 Workshop topics will cover: 
 

• Buying the “big gun”, the ultimate super-telephoto lens. What 
focal length do you need for cranes and large birds? What are 
the expenses? 

• All about teleconverters. 

• Tripods: match your camera support to your lens. 
• Tripod heads: Wimberley and Bogen Super Duty heads 

compared. 

• Monopods: a steady alternative? 
• The hard truths about hand holding a telephoto lens. 
• Vibration reduction/Image stabilization: how much does it help? 
• Lens vibration dampening techniques using bean bags and your 

body. 
• Flight photography techniques 
• Commercial and hand-made photo blinds. 

• Using your vehicle as a portable photo blind 
• Window mounts 

 
• Bird photography composition and lighting techniques. 

• The three hallmarks of a good crane photo. 
• Photo critiques by instructor: bring two images for positive 

feedback. These can be 8x10 prints or digital images saved to a 
flash/thumb drive or photo CD. 

 
Note: Wayne will provide a Canon 600mm f/4 super telephoto lens and 
a Nikon 800 mm f/5.6 super telephoto lens for students to take sample 

photographs during the afternoon field trip. Students who have Nikon 
and/or Canon SLR cameras are welcome to try these lenses under 
Wayne’s direct supervision. 
 

The workshop will be held on Friday, October 9 from 10:00 a.m. until 
4:30 p.m.  Cost to participate in this workshop is $85 per person, $75 
for Michigan Audubon members.  A box lunch will be provided.  To 

register online go to www.michiganaudubon.org or by phone contact 
Wendy Tatar at 517-886-9144. 
 
 

Contest Opportunity  
 
This contest opportunity comes to us from MMPC’s own Alan Jones. 
Thanks Alan for helping keep us posted on upcoming opportunities for 
our members. 

  
Those of you who shoot in Eaton County, including Woldumar Nature 
Center, may like to enter this contest.  The deadline is November 13th, 
2009.  The contest is open to people of any age who do not take 

pictures for profit.  You can enter photos in four different categories 
including trees and plants, wildlife, people enjoying nature or 
landscapes.  The photos must be taken in Eaton County. 

  
If interested go to the following website for details and an entry form: 
http://www.eatoncounty.org/Departments/ECD/programs/PhotoContest
.htm 

  



Tip of the Month 
 
Often, a tripod is impractical or doesn’t get you low enough to the 
ground. Bean bags are a popular way to support your camera in many 
situations. For example, you can shoot from your car by rolling down 

the window, lay a bean bag across the door, and then prop your camera 
on top of the bag. You can buy ready-made bean bags or make your 
own. A very cheap and easy way to make your own is to use a large zip-

lock bag and fill it with uncooked rice. This is also great for travel. Just 
bring the bags with you and buy rice at your destination. 
 

Mike Collins 

 

Website/s of the Month 
 
This month’s website is http://www.hdrsoft.com/. This is the official site 
for PhotoMatix, one of the most popular programs for combining 
multiple images into a high dynamic range (HDR) image. You can 
download a free trial of the software and try it before you buy it. The 

trial version is fully functional, but embeds a watermark into any images 
you save. The full version omits the watermark. The cost is relatively 
low for an imaging package: only $79 - $119, depending on the 

features you want. It can be run by itself, but it also has plug-ins for 
Aperture, PhotoShop and Lightroom. On the site, you’ll also find 
explanations of how it works and several examples. Here’s an image 
created using this software: 

 
Mike Collins 

 
 

 
 

 



Book of the Month 
 

If you’re just getting started in digital photography and you’re 

overwhelmed by the amount of information out there, books like 
Michael Freeman’s Top Digital Photography Tips might help you find 
your way. It eschews complex theory for simple, down-to-earth 

information and advice on virtually every aspect of digital photography. 
While it won’t satisfy someone looking for in-depth information on any 
given topic, it’s a great starting point that can help you get your 
bearings quickly before wading into deeper waters. Freeman covers tips 

for travel photography, portraits, landscapes, and so on. He covers 
camera equipment and techniques for getting the sharpest shots in 
various situations. He also covers a few different software packages and 

special techniques. 

 

Mike Collins 

 

Big Cookie Competition 
 

We will also be having our quarterly "Big Cookie" competition this 
month. This quarter's theme is "Reflections." Recently there have been 
many questions regarding the rules for the competition, so the basics 
are included below, just as a refresher. If you'd like more information, 

please visit our website, where you will find complete rules. But also 
remember, that our judging procedure for the competition will be 
changing as of this month's meeting. The website should be updated 

with that information in the near future. Good luck to everyone. 
 
 
Competition Rules: 

 
1) All entries must be submitted as prints that are no smaller than 4x6, 
and no larger than 8x10 in size. 

2) Prints must be un-matted and un-framed. 
3) Only one print per person may be entered. 
4) The photographer's name must be readable on the back of the photo 
(it is best to use a small decal or office sticker instead of writing on the 

print). 
5) The print must have a title (for example, "Whinnie's snowball"). 
 
 

If you have any ideas regarding themes you’d like to see for future Big 
Cookie competitions, please send your suggestions via the club e-mail 
(mmphotographyclub@yahoo.com). Our Big Cookie chairpersons will be 

selecting next year’s themes very soon. 
 
 
 
 

 


